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Presentation OverviewPresentation Overview

 Brief overview of FNESS

 Forest Fuel Management Department
 Department mandate
 SWPI, CWPP and Landscape Fire Management Planning
 FireSmart Community Recognition Program FireSmart Community Recognition Program
 On-Reserve Fuel Reduction Initiative
 Home Ignition Zone Assessment Pilot Project
 Skills Development and Training Program
 First Nations Adapt Project
 BC Wildfire’s historic impacts and 2017 
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First Nations’ Emergency Services Society of BC
(FNESS)

 Registered Not-For-Profit 
Charity

 Governed by a First Nations 
Board of Directors elected Board of Directors elected 
by our members 

 Directors are members of 
First Nations Communities
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Mission StatementMission Statement
As a professional community-minded, highly skilled and committed team, 
FNESS works with First Nations in promoting, developing and sustaining 
safer and healthier communities by 

 providing assistance to develop emergency planning, training, response 
and recovery;

 providing structural and coastal/marine fire skills training, education and 
prevention;

 providing forest fuel and wildland fire management programs (both on 
and off reserve); and

 fostering leadership and collaborative partnerships to advance structural 
and coastal/marine fire services, emergency management, and forest fuel 
and wildland fire management priorities.
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 Primarily funded through the Strategic
Wildfire Prevention Initiative (Province of
BC)

 Indigenous Service Canada (ISC)
supports BC First Nations with Wildfire
Prevention Initiative.

Forest Fuel Management Department

Prevention Initiative.

 Office in Kamloops BC.

 Supports First Nations to access
resources, funding for wildfire prevention
initiatives.

 Assist communities to navigate through
funding, applications, and program
criteria.
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Strategic Wildfire Prevention Initiative

The Strategic Wildfire Prevention Initiative (SWPI) is a suite of funding programs
managed through the Strategic Wildfire Prevention Working Group – including the First
Nations’ Emergency Services Society (FNESS), Ministry of Forests, Lands & Natural
Resource Operations and Rural Development, and the Union of BC Municipalities (UBCM).

 Funding is provided by the Province of BC and is administered by UBCM.

The initiative supports communities to mitigate risk from wildfire in the wildland urbanThe initiative supports communities to mitigate risk from wildfire in the wildland urban
interface. The Strategic Wildfire Prevention Initiative includes the following funding
streams:

 Development or update of Community Wildfire Protection Plans (CWPP)

 Development of fuel management prescriptions

 Operational fuel treatments, including maintenance treatments

 Fuel management demonstration projects

 SWPI FireSmart Planning grants
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Community Wildfire Protection Plan

 The wildland urban interface (WUI) is any area where
combustible wildland fuels (vegetation) are found
adjacent to homes, farm structures, other outbuildings
or infrastructure.or infrastructure.

 For the purpose of the SWPI, the WUI is the area within
2 kilometres of a community with a minimum density of
10 structures per square kilometre.
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Landscape Fire Management Planning

 Fire Management Plans are important planning tools that spatially
identify fire management strategies for preparedness, response, and
risk reduction through the Province of British Columbia.risk reduction through the Province of British Columbia.

 The identification, assembly, and risk analysis of First Nations values
and land management objectives are an important component.
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FireSmart Community 
Recognition Program

 As the BC Territorial FireSmart Representative, support is provided to
local governments, regional districts, community groups and First
Nations communities of BC;

 Information is provided regarding FireSmart Canada community
recognition steps and requirements to achieving recognition status;recognition steps and requirements to achieving recognition status;

 Communication/coordination with community LFR’s/Community
champions, BCWS, Fire Departments, emergency management
agencies regarding FireSmart recognition steps, assessments, plans,
etc.; and

 Receive, review, and provide feedback to applicants on submissions,
providing recommendation to FireSmart Canada.
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2015-16 – INAC Project

 20 First Nations received funding to complete 10 ha’s fuel treatments for on reserve
lands; and six regional wildfire prevention workshops were conducted.

2016-17 – INAC Project

 21 First Nations received funding to complete 13 ha’s on reserve fuel treatments and

Emergency Management Preparedness Funding, 
Indigenous and Northern Affairs Canada (INAC) 

On Reserve Fuel Treatment Initiative

 21 First Nations received funding to complete 13 ha’s on reserve fuel treatments and
update prescriptions; and two regional Local FireSmart Representative workshops
were facilitated in Kamloops and Chilliwack.

2017-18 – INAC Project

 26 First Nations received funding to complete 10 ha’s on reserve fuel treatments and
update prescriptions.

• https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https://arcg.is/1SySCu&c=E,1,BNc__NlnV2Jh-
sU5HbK7UFiWaUxy9TZprrF3GP4EUXYOYWVDblsrjRk9Sn3VfPSnLXaWih1ejnMv3H6yyud
W3LpjnGNB4CP_RNdpowOKjc1jQg,,&typo=1

• https://arcg.is/1Pjr4v
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 The non-profit Partners in Protection Association (administrators of FireSmart) has 
recently developed a program to provide professional HIZ assessment, collection 
and storage of data to facilitate measurable vulnerability reduction objectives 
within induvial HIZ.

 Based on the successful Boulder County (U.S.A.) Wildfire Partners Program.  

FireSmart Home Partners Home Ignition 
Zone (HIZ) Assessment Pilot Project

 Based on the successful Boulder County (U.S.A.) Wildfire Partners Program.  
The application and database are owned and maintained by Partners in Protection 
Association to support Nation-wide standardization and cost efficiency for clients.

 Partners in Protection, First Nations Emergency Services Society (FNESS), Fort Nelson 
First Nations, Forest Enhancement Society and INAC are implementing a pilot project to 
collect structure and site hazard data to support FireSmart, Strategic Wildfire 
Prevention Initiative, Fire Safety Assessments and other related fire 
prevention and emergency management program initiatives. 
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FNESS Training Program

 Forestry, Wildland Fire Fighting and Emergency 
Management Training – includes information technology 
(e.g., GIS training) and pre-employment career development

 Community capacity building (skills development, training 
and employment) through Industry Partnerships and Job and employment) through Industry Partnerships and Job 
Readiness Training

 FNESS has been providing Forestry Wildland Fire Fighting 
and Emergency Management related training to First 
Nations in British Columbia for the past five years. 
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 Is a multi-year project (2017-2019) – officially commenced in October 2017

 Engages two First Nations communities: Bridge River First Nation (2017-2018) and 
Shackan Indian Band (2018-2019)

 Involves the use of qualitative interviews and analysis – currently conducting 

FNESS First Nation Adapt Project: 
Revitalizing traditional burning – Integrating 

Indigenous cultural values into wildfire management 
and climate change adaptation planning

 Involves the use of qualitative interviews and analysis – currently conducting 
interviews with Elders at Bridge River First Nation

 Integrates qualitative data to inform the co-development of a community-based burn 
management framework – based on Western FireSmart practices and Indigenous cultural 
values and traditional burning practices while considering climate change concerns (e.g., 
weather conditions – drought, wildfires)

 Serves as case studies in enhancing holistic knowledge and observations of wildfire 
management to inform climate change adaptation planning for First Nations communities of 
similar scale and needs. 
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Context/Situational Analysis 

 In Canada, it is predicted that climate change will likely increase the annual 
area burned in some regions as well as impact fire severity and the length 
of the fire season (Flannigan, Cantin, de Groot, & Wotton, 2013; Hager, 
2017; Moritz et al., 2012). 

 There has been a series of increasingly catastrophic wildfire events in 
recent years including BC’s interior regions (2017); Fort McMurray, AB 
(2016); Slave Lake, AB (2011); and Kelowna, BC (2003). 

 It is also predicted that climate change will affect Indigenous peoples more 
severely than the larger non-Indigenous society, due to the integration of 
tribal economies and cultural identities in the natural world (Cordalis & 
Suagee, 2008).
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 Decades of wildfire suppression have resulted in extensive forest fuels accumulation 
- thereby increasing the likelihood of large wildfires (Agee & Skinner, 2005; Donovan 
& Brown, 2008). 

 This issue is exacerbated due to the increasing number of people and property 
intermingled with fire-prone wildlands – the wildland urban interface - WUI 
(Cochrane et al., 2012; McCaffrey, 2009). 

Context/Situational Analysis 
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 Fuels management in these areas can reduce wildfire hazards while restoring and 
maintaining healthy ecosystems (Agee & Skinner, 2005). 

 An appropriate application of various fuel treatments (e.g., prescribed fire and 
mechanical fuel treatments) can help reduce risks associated with wildfire 
occurrences as well as manage their size and spread (Cochrane et al., 2012). 

 The hazards posed by wildfires are significant and the frequency of disaster 
occurrence is increasing. 
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 British Columbians experienced unprecedented effects from the 2017 
wildfire season - deemed among the worst in the province’s history, 
prompting a 10-week provincial state of emergency and resulting in 
municipal governments, First Nations communities, and other rural 
communities being evacuated from their respective communities. 

 Summer 2017 was a uniquely challenging wildfire season in BC - large scale, 

Context/Situational Analysis 

 Summer 2017 was a uniquely challenging wildfire season in BC - large scale, 
landscape level wildfires contributed to the burning of almost 1.2 million 
hectares of land resulting in approximately 65,000 people forced from their 
homes with direct fire suppression costs estimated at more than $568 
million (BC Wildfire Service, 2018a). 

 Wildfire activity in the 2017 wildfire season spiked in July, in the midst of a 
significant heat wave across the province, and continued into fall 2017 
(Aslam, 2017; BC Wildfire Service, 2018a; 
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Thank You!

Questions and Answers (Q&As)

Jeff Eustache – jeustache@fness.bc.ca

Visit us at www.fness.bc.ca

or follow us at http://www.facebook.com/FNESS.BC
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